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Six thriving and growing churches, making Christ known in 
our area of Milton Keynes.

January 2023  Newsletter

Welcome to January’s edition of the Stantonbury Ecumenical Partnership Newsletter.


Partnership News

Ministry Appointments

There will be a Church Meeting for all members of the six congregations, on Sunday 22 January 2023, at 12.00 at Christ Church, Stantonbury. Please bring a small dish to share with others. This meeting is to discuss the results of our discussions with Archdeacon Guy, Methodist Circuit Superintendent Nicola, Regional Baptist Leader Lisa Kerry and Dean Tim Norwood. We have a tentative agreement to appoint a full time Anglican and full time Baptist Minister from late 2023, early 2024 and a reduction in Methodist time from .25 to .2 days a week. Of course, we cannot agree to any of these negotiations without your approval, so this meeting will vote on what we want to begin advertising for in 2023. We have to decide at this meeting to be in time to send our decision to the Deanery meeting. We also need to agree a date to move out of transition into being a full time CIO.

The Leadership Team met recently and for a second time was again not quorate, or representative of the six congregations, so the sensible and long awaited (by me anyway) decision was made to combine the Standing Committee with this team so that we can be quorate and make sensible decisions to move forward. The next meeting for those who now attend either or both meetings will be 5 January at 10.00 via Zoom. 

Discerning Assembly 3rd December at Christ the Cornerstone

I could not attend this, so Mary Kennedy (St James’s) spoke for me about the SEP. she was the only person from SEP, so unfortunately wasn’t able to vote on anything. I have included here Stephanie Laing’s email after the Assembly.  Mary has nominated her daughter to be part of the Climate Change action group, but of course it would be better if someone from our six congregations was doing this.  If anyone can take Mary’s daughter’s place, please let Mary know.  I do not feel we would benefit from being linked to the other two areas, but that is for the Church Meeting to decide.

‘Congratulations on a very successful Discerning Assembly on Saturday.  It was really amazing to see so many people there, and to witness us all coming together because we care about each other and our city.  Thank you to the leaders who have put together this excellent write-up on the website:
http://www.citizensmk.org.uk/2022/12/09/discerning-assembly-3-12-22/

A quick summary of next steps:
· The next meeting of the Action on Climate and Environment team will be on Friday 13th January at the Quaker Meeting House, 5-6.30pm
· The next meeting of the Misogyny Campaign is pencilled for 30th January, in the evening over zoom.  I'll firm this up and send invites to interested parties asap.
· First meeting of the new Safety and Knife Crime team will also be in January or February - I'll send a doodle poll for this next week.
I'll add all these meetings to the Citizens’ website once they're firmed up so that you can get them in your diaries.
And let's get into ACTION!  We agreed on Saturday that taking public actions on our campaigns at the start of next year will energise us, and build our power in Milton Keynes.
We'll be going through the 5 Steps to Social Change (Organise-Listen-Plan-Act-Negotiate), building towards an Accountability Assembly just before the next General Election in (probably) 2024.  Our plan is to fill the worship area of Christ the Cornerstone Church to the rafters with citizens of Milton Keynes, so that we can hold the candidates to account and present them with OUR agenda for the future of our city.
Exciting times!  It's a pleasure and an honour to be working with you all, and I look forward to seeing what we achieve together in the coming months.
All the best,
Steph’

Week of Prayer 18th – 25th January 2023

Please look at the individual church events included (see attachment) as there is something prayerful happening every day. 

May the New Year fill your home with joy, your heart with love, and your life with laughter and may God Bless you and your family today and every day in 2023. 
Happy New Year.
Warm blessings, Sharron, Chair of SEP  secchair22@gmail.com 


Our Church Services and Events

[image: ]Bradwell Church, St Lawrence
Sunday 1st at 10:30	Morning Worship
Led by Rev Dr Paul Smith
Welcoming members of St James’ to a combined service
[bookmark: _Hlk122458676]Sunday 8th at 10:30	Holy Communion Service
Led by Maggie Smith
Sunday 15th at 10:30	All Age Worship
Led by Rev Esther Squire
Sunday 22nd at 10:30	Holy Communion Service
Led by Rev Dr Paul Smith
Sunday 29th at 10:30	Covenant Service
Led by Rev Helen Cameron and Rev Dr Paul Smith

Services are frequently live-streamed on Facebook using the link:
https://www.facebook.com/BradwellChurchMK

Bell Ringing practice every Wednesday at 19:45.  Beginners welcome.
[image: ]Christ Church, Stantonbury
[bookmark: _Hlk107161272]Sunday 1st    No Service at Christ Church but members encouraged
to attend one of the other churches of the Partnership.
Sunday 8th at 10:30	Morning Worship 
[bookmark: _Hlk115031043]Led by Mike Morris
Sunday 15th at 10:30	Holy Communion Service
Led by Rev Dr Paul Smith
Sunday 22nd at 10:30	Morning Worship
Led by Maggie Prisk
Sunday 29th at 10:30	Covenant Service
[bookmark: _Hlk115030045]Led by Rev Nicola Martyn-Beck

All Sunday services are live-streamed to Christ Church’s Facebook page, using the link below.  You don’t need to belong to Facebook in order to follow the service.
Streaming  starts from 10.25  https://www.facebook.com/christchurchmk/

There is also a Christ Church website at www.christchurchmk.org.uk which has the service details on it and which is updated each week 

Saturday 21st at 09:30	Coffee and cake morning
all donations received go to Christ Church coffee money charity.

Morning Drop-In every Wednesday 10.00 – 11.30.
This has returned to Christ Church, refreshments available

Under 5’s meet every Thursday in Term time only from 
10:00 to 11:30 in the Church Hall, restarting on 12th January.

[image: ]Cross and Stable, Downs Barn
[bookmark: _Hlk107161846]Sunday 1st at 11:00	Signed Holy Communion 
Led by Rev Peter Green
[bookmark: _Hlk107161709]Sunday 8th at 11:00	Holy Communion Service
[bookmark: _Hlk120303713][bookmark: _Hlk107161727]Led by Rev Dr Sam Muthuveloe
Sunday 15th at 11:00	Morning Worship
Led by Stephen Fletcher
Sunday 22nd at 11:00	Holy Communion Service
Led by Rev Dr Sam Muthuveloe
Sunday 29th at 11:00	Songs of Praise
Led by Stephen Fletcher

Services are live-streamed on Zoom with the link normally being
published on www.stantonbury.net on Saturday

Chatterbox every Wednesday from 10:30 to 12:30.  All Welcome - tea - coffee - cakes - meet and chat. Come and meet others

[image: ]St. Andrews’, Great Linford
Sunday 1st at 10:00	Covenant Service 
Led by Rev Peter Dudeney
Wednesday 4th at 10:00	1st Wednesday Communion
Led by Rev Prof John Beazley
Sunday 8th at 10:00	Holy Communion Service
[bookmark: _Hlk120304294][bookmark: _Hlk117870324]Led by Rev Canon Chuks Iwuagwu

Sunday 15th at 10:00	Holy Communion Service
Led by Rev Prof John Beazley
Sunday 22nd at 18:00	Holy Communion by Extension
Led by Colin Taylor
[bookmark: _Hlk115031019]Sunday 29th at 10:00	Holy Communion Service
Led by Rev Canon Chuks Iwuagwu 
Sunday Evening Prayer at 5:00 on Zoom every week

Morning Services are live-streamed on Facebook using this link:
https://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsGL

1st Wednesday Communion each month followed at 10:30 by refreshments and fellowship and the chance to join a lively discussion.  This month begins a new series of Seminars for 2023. The group selected to explore the concept of worship, its language, and its relationship to the Christian religion and the C of E.  We shall begin by examining the term ‘worship’, exploring the origin of worship (via ‘encounter, response, and reflection’), and considering the principle, ‘worship expresses belief’.
Over the year the intention is to examine the ingredients of worship, symbolism in worship, the ‘coo’ and the ‘cry’ of worship, ceremonial and ritual expressions of worship, and a review of liturgical movement and its future.
Should you care to join the group and participate in the discussion you would be most welcome.
John Beazley

Morning Worship every Wednesday at 08:30 in Church. All are welcome to attend in church or on our Facebook page.

[image: ]St. James’, New Bradwell
Sunday 1st No Service at St James’ but members are invited  to
join Bradwell Church for a combined Morning Worship
[bookmark: _Hlk117870806]Sunday 8th at 10:00	Morning Worship 
Led by Helen Rouse
Sunday 15th at 10:00	Holy Communion by Extension
Led by Helen Rouse
Sunday 22nd at 10:00	Covenant Service
Led by Rev Dr Mary Cotes and Rev Duncan Barnes
Sunday 29th at 10:00 	Holy Communion with Healing
Led by Rev Duncan Barnes

Most services will be live-streamed to St James’ Facebook page at: 
St James Church, NB | Facebook.

Every Saturday from 10:00 to 12:00 St James’ hosts a Coffee Morning 

Visit St James’ website at www.stjamesnewbradwell.org.uk for more information.

[image: ]St. Mary Magdalene, Willen
[bookmark: _Hlk117872077][bookmark: _Hlk118132645][bookmark: _Hlk107162630]Sunday 1st at 09:30	All Age Worship
[bookmark: _Hlk118132669]Led by Margaret Moakes
Sunday 8th at 09:30	Holy Communion Service 
Led by Rev Dr Sam Muthuveloe
Sunday 15th at 09:30	Holy Communion Service
Led by Fr Jonathan Ewer
[bookmark: _Hlk122458904]Sunday 2nd at 09:30	Holy Communion Service
[bookmark: _Hlk115031277]Led by Rev Dr Sam Muthuveloe
Sunday 29th at 09:30	Holy Communion Service
Led by Rev Steve Barnes

Every Monday at 1:30 Willen Choir rehearse and at 7:30 Quorum rehearse.

Volunteer Gardening at St Mary Magdalene Church has finished recruiting volunteers for the season.  Many thanks to all the volunteers for the wonderful work which has been done in the church garden in 2022.

There will be no Monthly T.T.T.T. (Third Tuesday Twelve Thirty) in January

Saturday 28th at 18:00	Willen Pavilion Burns Night
Willen Church welcomes all to a traditional 3 course Burns Night supper with poetry, music and a quiz and a chance to sample a rare malt whisky. Tickets £15 for adults -
Davidgwpreston@gmail.com 07538 498 061


Future Events

5 WAYS CAFÉ at St. Andrews’ Church (in partnership with The Parks Trust and the Friends of Great Linford Manor Park)
11:00–13:00 on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month.
A dementia friendly community café offering a cuppa and a chat and the option of joining an accessible guided walk around Great Linford Manor Park and the village. 
Visits from care homes, walking groups and other dementia support clubs can be accommodated. To discuss, please contact events@theparkstrust.com or call 01908 233600.  Wheelchair ramp and accessible toilet available.

[bookmark: _Hlk115102131]
External Ecumenical News

News from Diocese of Oxford

[bookmark: _Hlk122462114]Please check your ACNY entry
If you haven't already, now is the perfect time to start the year and list your services and events on A Church Near You.  Evidence shows that people moving into a new area look at this site first.  Bishop Alan asked us to be welcoming, use simple language and be especially inviting to the vulnerable. 

Carbon emissions reduce as Church of England makes progress towards 2030 target.
The Church of England has seen a gradual but steady reduction in carbon in 2021, according to the latest data from the national Energy Footprint Tool (EFT), published yesterday. More than 400 churches across England are now reporting ‘net zero’ carbon emissions, an increase of 157 on the previous year.
Register your Warm Space
If you are offering a warm hub/warm space, or some of your church activities are open for people who want to drop into somewhere where there’s heating, register your church on the Warm Welcome website.  You’ll be added to the interactive map and enable more people to know they are welcome to drop in.

New Chair of the DAC.
Abigail Lloyd has been appointed as the new Chair of the Diocesan Advisory Committee for the Care of Churches. Working with the church buildings team, Abigail will represent the DAC within the diocesan structures and work with committee members offering specialist advice on a wide range of church buildings topics.

Want to sing at St Alban's Cathedral next year?
The Festival of Church Music will be held in St Alban's Cathedral on Saturday 14th October 2023.  Both choirs and individual singers are invited to take part.  Local rehearsals will be organised next spring/summer.  Find out more

50 Cathedral Treasures 
The Association of English Cathedrals (AEC) is showcasing treasures from 44 Church of England cathedrals and six cathedrals from the Church in Wales – each one chosen by the Dean or senior clergy of the cathedral featured.  Well worth a look, find out more on their website.

Parish Giving Scheme now offering one-off donations
All churches which are members of the Parish Giving Scheme can now receive one-off donations online, as well as regular donations. If you have any questions about the new service or would like to discuss the benefits of the Parish Giving Scheme contact Joshua Townson, Generous Giving Adviser.

Reflections on Epiphany
6th January, 5:30–7:00pm, Oxford
A free event from the Oxford Centre for Spiritual Growth. Led by the Revd Anthony Buckley with harp recital by Becki Luff and refreshments.  Find out more
Unveiled: Rebel Women of the Old Testament
Café Théologique, online and in person: Monday 16th January, 7.30-9.00pm, Zerodegrees Bar, Bridge Street, Reading. 
The Old Testament is full of inspiring women who we rarely hear about: who spoke up to change unjust laws, who disobeyed despotic rulers, and who stood between warring rivals to bring peace.
Revd Clare Hayns, College Chaplain at Christ Church, Oxford, will speak about some of these women, and her son Micah will share his beautiful images, and the process of creating their book, "Unveiled: Women of the Old Testament and the choices they made".


News from the Methodist Circuit

Volunteer Receptionists needed at Cornerstone
We are committed to serving the community and those who use our church throughout the week. We rely on a team of volunteer receptionists to keep the church building open from 9.00am until 8.00pm throughout the week. This is a really good way to meet people, make new friends and experience the lively bustle of week-day activities in our church building.
Receptionists usually cover one of the three daily sessions: 9.00am – 1.00pm, 1.00pm – 5.00pm and 5.00pm – 8.00pm.  If you are interested, please contact Simon Lowson, our Business Manager (tel. 01908 246481; email
 simon.lowson@cornerstonemk.co.uk.  Or if you would like a chat about this role, you can contact the Clerk, Pat Kyd, email pat_kyd@yahoo.co.uk

Our Winter Night Shelters are returning late November 2022, and we need you!
After two consecutive years of being unable to open due to Covid-19, we are thrilled to say we will be opening our night shelters this winter for people in need of emergency overnight accommodation. The current cost of living crisis is forcing more of us into stressful and uncertain circumstances, meaning that our welfare team working at our day centre throughout the week are busier than ever seeing over 250 people per week, some of whom will desperately need somewhere to sleep each evening.
If you would like to get involved and be part of an amazing team helping those who need it most this winter, please click on the link below where all the details are available.  We are keen to fill our rotas as quickly as possible, as none of this can happen without the support of those in our local community who can give their valuable time.  There are lots of different roles based either in our overnight shelters located throughout MK, or in our centre at Unity Park Station which will be hosting the evening meal and morning breakfast service.
Volunteers in previous years have told us that alongside feeling proud to be supporting our guests they also gain a sense of enrichment in their own lives and enjoy meeting new people and forming new friendships.
So, if you think you could help, please click this link, fill in the form to register your interest in a role and our operations team will be in touch with you as soon as possible:
https://www.winternightsheltermk.org/volunteer/
 

News from the Regional Central Baptist Union

Warm Spaces
Many churches are offering their buildings as 'warm spaces' of welcome this winter.
Our Safeguarding Team has published some guidelines for churches considering offering a warm space to their community.

Holocaust Memorial day is 27th January 
We ask you to look at the lives of ordinary people and think about asking your local MP to any planned events.


News from The United Reformed Church

Our 50th anniversary service – new date announced
We’re delighted to announce that the new date is Saturday 15th April 2023.  In an ideal world, we would have opted for a longer gap after Easter, but we hope that as many members and friends of the URC will be able to join us for our delayed anniversary celebrations.
The Open Church House event at 86 Tavistock Place, WC1H 9RT, will also take place on April 15th from 10:00am-12:00 noon.


Tickets
If you have a ticket and are able to come to the event on April 15, please do nothing – your ticket is still valid. Please bring it/them on the day.  If you would like more tickets, please visit https://bit.ly/urc50 and amend your order.
If you are no longer able to attend, please https://bit.ly/urc50 and select Cancel Order.  This will free up your tickets for others.  Or email 50@urc.org.uk and we can cancel the order for you.

Anniversary Choir
If you would like to sing in the Anniversary Choir, you can find out more details and the dates of the rehearsals and register online for it here.

Stewards and enquiries
If you are able to volunteer as a Steward at the service, please email 50@urc.org.uk which is also the email address for any enquiries relating to the new date.


Churches Together

‘Churches Together in Milton Keynes Trust’ continues to progress in establishing itself as a charity that hopes to co-ordinate the efforts of churches across Milton Keynes in Mission and Service.

We are pleased to announce that we have appointed Ann Harris as a part-time administrator. She will work 14hours per week and be based in the Deanery Office at Cornerstone. You will, of course, remember that Ann worked for MK Mission partnership for seven years.

Attached is the program for the week of prayer for Christian Unity. There are items for each day of the week based at different venues. Please try to come to some of these events.
Adrian Prisk







I hope that you find this newsletter interesting and useful.  If there is anything you think would make it better or find any glaring omissions, please let your Church newsletter editor, Sharron or myself know.

The deadline for information to go into February’s issue is Wednesday 25th January to allow me to get it to you in time to send it out for Feb 1st. 

I would also like to add my wishes for a very Happy and Peaceful 2023 to Sharon’s.
John Porter notices@stjamesnewbradwell.org.uk


And finally this month’s Last Word is going to Quorum with a couple of pictures from Durham Cathedral

If you would like an item (no more than 1½ pages please) included for the Last Word either next month, or sometime in the future, just send it to me at the above email before the deadline. JP
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This is Quorum Choir who rehearse every Monday evening at St Mary Magdalene and in return sing at several Evensongs and Carols by Candlelight services.
They also sing at various Cathedrals, far and wide, and their last outing is pictured here, when they sang at Durham Cathedral in November 2022.
Many thanks all
Sharron
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