


Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
of the Stantonbury Ecumenical Partnership CIO
incorporating
the Annual Meeting for the election of Churchwardens and
the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
 held on
Thursday 25th April 2024 at 7.30pm at Christ Church Stantonbury

Present: 44 present listed elsewhere.
David Preston, chair of Trustees welcomed all to the meeting.

As the meeting was not quorate it was suggested to continue the meeting, then send out the minutes to all 320 members giving two weeks for any comments and amendments with any decisions made to be ratified by the Trustees.
Representation had been made to the National Ecumenical Officers for a change in the number required as a quorum; this had been firmly refused.

1. Opening Prayers  were led by Rev Chuks Iwuagwu.
2. Apologies for absence 10 apologies noted.
3. Notification of Any Other Business. None noted
4. Annual Meeting for the election of Churchwardens (chaired by Rev Paul Smith) 
Paul explained that this meeting is open to all those resident in the Parish of Stantonbury and Willen, not just church members. Each congregation is allowed two Churchwardens and nomination forms had been completed for those listed. Those elected are required to attend an Archdeacon’s Visitation, the local one is at St George’s Wolverton, 7.30pm on 17th June.
Nominations for Churchwardens:
	Bradwell
	Alan Potter
	

	Christ Church
	Penny Miller
	Adrian Prisk

	Cross and Stable
	Peter Lovegrove
	Gill Grant

	St Andrews
	Stephen Hutchings
	

	St James
	Mary Kennedy
	Graham Crisp

	Willen
	Brad Stone
	Janet Hawkins



NB In practice, these are two local leaders from each congregation fulfilling all officer roles required by the denominations (i.e. the roles of Anglican churchwardens, Baptist Deacons, Methodist Stewards and United Reformed Church Elders)
All duly elected.
The meeting closed.

5. Annual Parochial Church Meeting (chaired by Rev Paul Smith) 
Paul opened the meeting and explained that all Churchwardens, Anglican ministers and Deanery Synod reps. were ex-officio members of the Parochial Church Council.
a. Election of PCC members (PCC only)
	Bradwell
	

	Christ Church
	Penny Miller

	Cross and Stable
	Ken Brine

	St Andrews
	

	St James
	Robert Llewellyn

	Willen
	Sioux Redwood


 
All duly elected to serve alongside ex-officio members.

b. Nomination of Deanery Synod members 
Adrian Prisk, Stephen Fletcher, Irene Farr
All duly nominated. Nominations to go forward to MK Deanery.
c. Two faculty proposals:
1. This PCC supports the faculty petition for Bradwell St Lawrence to extend areas set aside for the interment of cremated remains as described in the 1990 Faculty.
Proposed Penny Miller		Seconded Mary Kennedy
Agreed (9), against (0), abstained (0).

1. This PCC supports the faculty petition for Pauley Construction to excavate within the churchyard boundary of Bradwell St Lawrence for the purposes of exploring the footings of the adjacent barn building.
Proposed Stephen Hutchings	Seconded Adrian Prisk
Agreed (9), against (0), abstained (0).

d. Delegation of powers of Parochial Church Council to the Partnership Council, except when an independent vote is required:
Agreed (9), against (0), abstained (0).

6. Annual General Meeting of the Stantonbury Ecumenical Partnership CIO (chaired by David Preston, Chair of Trustees)
a) Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Thursday, 20th April 2023 
Agreed as correct.

b) Matters arising, there were none

c) Presentation of Annual Report by the Trustees 
The written report had been circulated. It was explained that this becomes a public document including the full names of the Trustees and any vacancies. This is a statutory requirement of any registered charity.
The Annual report can be added to and amended until October when it is approved by the Trustees before being submitted to the Charity Commission.
d) Presentation of Consolidated Accounts for 2023
Draft Consolidated Accounts had been circulated; next year the AGM would be held later to allow time to produce the consolidated accounts.
Adrian had prepared a PowerPoint financial summary for the meeting and drew attention to the offered Parish Share for 2024 of £143,000 compared with giving for 2018 of £183,000.
In answer to a question, Adrian said money was being kept for a House for Duty post.
Rod thanked Adrian for all his work, all present concurred.

e) Current Membership numbers and lists 2024: 

	Bradwell
	80

	Christ Church
	32

	Cross and Stable
	36

	St Andrews
	80

	St James
	49

	Willen
	43

	Total
	320



The numbers had been presented. David added that a single register for the Partnership, as required by our governing documents, was being prepared.
Questions were raised on how data would be stored.
Diana explained this was a legal requirement, addresses were not required, email addresses were needed where available, denominations were required. If a physical copy was required, this could be kept at the Christ Church office as the nominated charity address.
This information was not being sent to the Charity Commission; it would be kept securely by the Trustees.
A new membership form was now available for the whole Partnership which would clarify what was needed and for what purposes.

f) Appointment of Anglican minister 
Sharron reported that the advertisement had gone out on 5th April 2024 to the usual sites, with the addition of the Church Times funded by a grant from Archdeacon Guy of £1,000.
Interviews were planned for mid May.
David and Sharron were the two lay representatives on the interview panel.


g) Appointment of Baptist minister
Adrian reported that at the whole church meeting following the candidate’s Preach with a View, there had been 38 attendees who had voted unanimously in favour of inviting the candidate to take up the post.
This had been confirmed in writing to the candidate.
This was now dependent on housing and Adrian asked for continued prayers for this to be resolved.

h) Safeguarding Report 
A written report had been circulated.
Maggie Prisk had kindly continued as acting Safeguarding Lead for the Partnership until the AGM.
There were no reported safeguarding incidents in the SEP in 2023.
We were reminded that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.
Continues under item k.

i) SEP Appointments
i. Election/re-election of 2 Charity Trustees. 
David Preston had been nominated for re-election to the Trustees.
Proposed Brad Stone				Seconded Penny Miller
Agreed, none against, no abstentions.

There had been no nominations for the vacancy.

ii. To note the SEPC representatives elected by local congregations

	Bradwell
	Rod Ruston
	

	Christ Church
	Penny Miller
	Adrian Prisk (ex officio)

	Cross and Stable
	Peter Green
	Rose Hunt

	St Andrews
	Trudy Hutchings
	

	St James
	Mary Kennedy
	John Porter

	Willen
	Sharron Marland
	


All duly noted.
Trudy Hutchings name was missing at the AGM but had been elected by St Andrews.

iii. Nomination and election of  SEPC Officers: 
· Chair of SEPC.  Nomination received for Sharron Marland.
· Secretary.  Nomination received for Irene Farr
· Partnership Safeguarding Lead No nomination.
· Election of representatives (3), to MK Methodist Circuit (Next meeting will be held on Wednesday 12th June at 7:30 pm; venue tba.) Nomination for Peter Galsworthy, no further nominations.
· Election of representative (1) to Churches Together MK Nomination for Susan Armstrong
All duly elected.

j) The need for a centralised point of contact for the Partnership:
Sharron explained that having met with the Chairs of other local LEPs, the biggest difference to communication within the Partnerships had seemed to be an administrator.
Sharron suggested having a team of volunteers, ideally one from each congregation, to answer a centralised phone system for two hours daily, Monday to Saturday, handling simple enquiries to hand on to ministers or wardens. It was hoped this would free up ministers’ valuable time.
There followed much discussion.
Sharron asked that all reps. and wardens take this suggestion back to their congregations to find out if this is feasible.

k) Recommendation from the Trustees to adopt the Anglican safeguarding procedures: 
Diana, Safeguarding Trustee, explained that following this suggestion, she had spoken with Rev. Mike Morris of Watling Valley LEP, to ask about their experience of changing from the Methodist to the Anglican safeguarding procedures.
Some points to consider were that the Diocese has a dedicated safeguarding team and a systematic approach to training and to the recording of DBS checks and renewals. At present the safeguarding leads are required to keep their own records. Anglican safeguarding training is accessible on line.
Four of the five congregational safeguarding leads were in favour of the change (a response had not yet been received from the fifth.)
It was noted that when the Methodist system had been adopted, the procedures in place had been far in advance of the Anglican system.
Diana emphasized the excellent support given by David Jones, Safeguarding Co-ordinator to the MK Methodist Circuit, echoed by those who had attended training with David.
There followed further discussion.

Adoption of Anglican safeguarding procedures by the Stantonbury Ecumenical Partnership. 

Proposed	Sharron Marland			Seconded	Brad Stone
Agreed	I against	No abstentions.

l) The need to find a shadow for the post of Treasurer:
Adrian had been encouraged that there were two new congregational treasurers this year and planned to arrange a meeting of all the treasurers.
8. Any Other Business 
To allow more time to produce the consolidated accounts, the AGM for 2025 will take place on May 22nd.
Note that congregational AGMs will still be expected to take place by the end of March 2025
9. Closing Prayer 
Led by Rev Dave Haseldine.



